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Will I get my
vision back
if | have
detached
retina”?

Retinal Detachment is a serious problem that needs
early, highly specialized treatment. Despite surgery,
1 out of 10 people on an average may develop

recurrence of the disease necessitating re-operation.

Retina being a nerve tissue, some loss of function
always occurs after Retinal Detachment. After
successful attachment of the retina, vision will improve
but not to normal levels. Visual recovery varies and
depends on factors such as how soon after the
detachment, the operation is performed, if the central

retina is detached or not, among others.
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RETINAL DETACHMENT

Retinal Detachment is the
separation of the retina from the
underlying layers that line the inner wall
of the eye. Through the retinal tear,
liquid from the vitreous may pass
through the tear and detach the retina.
As the fluid accumulates, more and
more of the retina detaches. Detached
retina loses its function and hence the
person with Retinal Detachment loses

vision suddenly or gradually.



Symptoms

Most people notice floaters and flashes before the
retina detaches. As the detachment increases, a
gradually enlarging dark shadow engulfs vision. It may
appear as a curtain or a shade drawn slowly across the

field of vision. In complete Retinal Detachment, one may

just see light and no other details.

Why do Retinal
Detachments occur?

Retinal Detachment can occur for a number of
reasons:

®» Shrinkage of the vitreous — the gel-like material
that is present inside the maximum area of eye
that may generate tugging on the retina and a

retinal tear, leading to Retinal Detachment
Following Injury
Advanced diabetic changes in the eye

High Myopia (High sightedness) with weak

areas-Lattices

Those with family history at higher risk




